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A Ramparts magazine reporter hur- 
riedly left Mexico this week, charging 
he was threatened with physical vio- 
lence if he stayed. John Raymond was 
assigned to investigate the case of Joel 
David Kaplan, i m p r i so ned here for 
murder. * „ „ 

Kaplan is the nepnew of J.M. 
Kaplan, head of the Kaplan Fund. The 
Fund has been called one of the secret 
conduits for the U.S. Central Intelli- 
gence Agency (CIA). It was Ramparts 


magazine that first confirmed the CIA. 
has been using front organizations to 
distribute funds. 

Kapl an was sentenced here in 1961 
to g lo yuLJ H Ts case has arousec: 
"periochc 1 international interest in that 
.his defense attorney insists the body of 
the man Kaplan allegedly killed was 
never idenUfied. 

Dead, according to local police, is 
Luis Ivlelchor Vidal, Jr. The body was 
found in a shallow grave outside the 
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capital. But, according to Kaplan’s at- 
torney, Victor Velazquez/ the identity of 
the body was never proved. 

Raymond, the reporter, hinted dur- 
ing his stay here that the Kaplan- case 
was of major importance but that the 
U.S. Embassy would no: even help him 
(Raymond^ visit tire prisoner. 

‘Tt’s obvious,” he said, “the Mexi- 
can government has something to hide. 
And the Americans are helping them.” 





